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Holiday Greetings and 
best wishes for a New Year 2013 
of happiness in a world of peace!

Orthodox cross in the wooden church 
at the open-air museum of  Piteşti
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The European Year of Citizens 2013 will be an oppor-
tunity to make people aware of their rights. An oppor-
tunity to show how European policies affect their lives. 
And the best moment to look together for the best 
way to our common future.

1. Building a better Europe for citizens
Today, peoples‘ overriding concern is the crisis. 9 out 
of 10 Europeans cite unemployment or the economic 
situation as one of the most important issues currently 
facing their region.
And what do citizens expect from us? According to a 
recent Eurobarometer survey, Europeans‘ foremost ex-
pectation of the EU is that it should fight the crisis. In-
deed, over half of our citizens give this response. They 
have lived the effects of the failed recipes of the past: 
Of national decisions with international consequences.
•	 They	 have	 seen	 how	 the	 economic	 difficulties	 of	

some Member States spread unchecked to neigh-
bouring countries.

•	 They	 recognise	 that	we	need	European	answers	 to	
European problems.

•	 They	 recognise	 that	 Europe	 will	 emerge	 stronger,	
not just in spite of the crisis, but because of it. Accor-
ding to a recent poll, over half of Europeans agree 
that our Union will be stronger in the long-run as a 
consequence of the crisis.

The European Union has already acted. We have taken 
unprecedented steps to provide these „European an-
swers“ that our continent, our countries and our regi-
ons desperately need.Today, the European Commissi-
on went one important step further. We presented our 
Blueprint for a deep and genuine Economic and Mo-
netary Union. It is an ambitious, but realistic document 
that shows where we can and should go in the next 5-6 
years: to a stronger fiscal, economic and banking union 
in the euro area.
We need to be ambitious and go ahead. And we need 
to make sure that stronger powers and competences 
at European level go hand in hand with stronger de-
mocratic legitimacy at the European level. A Political 
Union where every citizen, from the smallest village to 
the largest city, feels their voice counts in shaping our 
continent‘s future.

2. Inviting our citizens to join the debate
Today, only one in three citizens thinks that their voice 
counts in the EU. Just one in three. This situation must 
change. Today, many people feel that politics is some-
thing done behind closed doors, in places far away 
from them, by people who are nothing like them.
And this brings me to my second point – we must in-
vite citizens to join the debate. But we must not just 
invite people to come to us. We are coming to listen to 
them! And we expect them to tell us what they want, 
what they wish.
The Commission has started a series of debates or 
townhall meetings – and I would like to invite you to 
come to those and also to organise additional ones to 
join the debate.
Let me tell you one more thing about these Debates:
•	 They	are	not	just	in	Brussels.
•	 They	are	not	just	in	national	parliaments.
•	 They	are	not	just	in	Capital	cities.

3. Informing our citizens of their rights
And this brings me to my third point. In one month‘s 
time the European Year will begin. 2013 will also be 
the 20th anniversary of the concept of EU citizens, first 
enshrined in the Maastricht Treaty.
Whilst many might „feel“ like European citizens, only 
a minority actually know the rights that this grants 
them. Raising awareness on the status of European ci-
tizenship will be a key challenge for the European Year.
European citizenship must be to the Political Union 
what the Euro is to the Monetary Union: A lived, con-
crete reality.

A further challenge will be overcoming final obstacles 
to citizens enjoying their rights. This means „filling in 
the gaps“ to ensure that citizens can travel, work and 
reside anywhere in Europe.
I am very glad to see that the regions will be at the 
heart of this:
•	 You	have	the	local	expertise.
•	 You	have	a	strong	understanding	of	Europe‘s	diver-

sity.
•	 You	can	help	in	building	a	brighter	future	for	Europe.
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27 member states, 27 different sys-
tems. If it comes to their territorial 
organization, there is no conformi-
ty within the single member states 
of the European Union. In this con-
text, united in diversity, a central 
European leitmotif becomes the-
refore an existing reality. As official 
representation of the regions and 
cities within the EU, the Committee 
of the Regions (CoR) has a major 
interest in monitoring the process 
of decentralization and giving a 
detailed overview about the state 
of the art in the member states in 
this regard.

The opinion „Devolution in the Europe-
an Union and the place for local and re-
gional self-government in EU policy ma-
king and delivery“ has the duty to fulfill 
this interest, presenting a survey about 
the decentralization and multi-level-
governance in the EU. Franz Schaus-
berger presented a first working docu-
ment of the opinion on 4 December at a 
meeting of the CIVEX commission in the 
CoR. In the forefront of the meeting the 
he had several consultations with vari-
ous stakeholders and representatives 
from the European Commission. Rap-
porteur Schausberger emphasizes the 
main challenge: „The last opinion on this 
topic has been elaborated in 2005. Since 
that time, many aspects in the field of 
devolution and decentralization have 
changed and need to be taken in con-
sideration in this opinion. Thematically, 

IRE chairman Franz Schausberger has been appointed to elaborate the official opinion of the 
Committee of the Regions (CoR) about the decentralization process in the EU member states.

Devolution and self-governance in 
Europe – a survey

Viviane Reding
Vice-President of the 
European Commission

the focus lays on political and fiscal de-
centralization as well as on the concept 
of multi-level-governance»“
Two major occurrences shaped the de-
centralization in the recent past. The Lis-
bon Treaty not only formalized the sub-
sidiartiy principle but also made a clear 
commitment to the regional and local 
level. Nevertheless, this strengthening 
has been challenged very soon alrea-
dy in 2008 by the upcoming economic 
and financial crisis, which by 2010 had 
become a crisis of the European public 
debts. As part of their respective austeri-
ty programs, many central governments 
initiated a latent process of re-centrali-
zation, cutting the competences and fi-
nancial means of the regional and local 
level. „This is by far the most dangerous 
development we can observe in the last 
years. The CoR must demonstrate its 
strong opposition against such policies“, 
said Schausberger. Indeed, he gets sup-
port by the European Commission. A re-
cent report by the DG ECOFIN on the pu-
blic finances of the European Monetary 
Union (EMU) gave empirical evidence of 
the fact, that own taxes and dues lead 
to a more responsible behavior with the 
public budgets. Nonetheless, a majority 
of countries still rely on transfers for the 
financing of the sub-national bodies.
At his presentation, Schausberger em-
phasized the political consequences of 
an inadequate financial framework for 
sub-national entities. „Catalonia recei-
ves only 1/3 of the regional tax-income. 
If the government in Madrid is not dis-
posed to gain better conditions it is not 
astonishing that claims for independen-
cy and separatism of the region become 
attractive for the political parties. Similar 
tendencies can be observed in Scotland 
and other European regions.“ A special 
focus lays also on the cooperation with 
the Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities of the Council of Europe. Its 
Secretary General, Andreas Kiefer, took 
part the CIVEX meeting in Brussels de-
clared the support of the Congress to 
the opinion. Both institutions, the Con-
gress and the CoR have similar interests 

(Extract of the speech of Commissioner Reding  at the Forum of the Committee of the Regions / Brussels/ 28 November 2012)

Regions and Cities are the  heart 
of the European Year of Citizens

Ivan Vucic (President of the Karlovac 
Region, Croatia) and Franz Schaus-
berger.

Olgierd Geblewicz (Marshall of Za-
chodniopomorskie, Poland) and 
Franz Schausberger.

Andreas Kiefer, Secretary General of 
the Congress of Local and Regional 
Authorities of the Council of Europe, 
Aaron Gottardi, appointed political 
expert and Franz Schausberger.

in observing the decentralization pro-
cess in Europe and should therefore 
strengthen the mutual cooperation, 
said Kiefer.
Regarding the principle of multi-level-
governance, the opinion will stress the 
need of more initiatives on the national 
and sub-national local. This is a prere-
quisite to achieve a coordinated action 
by the European Union, the Member 
States and local and regional authori-
ties. The first draft opinion will be voted 
in the CIVEX meeting of February 2013, 
whereas the final opinion may be ap-
proved at the CoR plenary session of 
April 2013.
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IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger 
welcomed Fifor’s announcement and 
spoke of preconditions for a success-

ful economic and social regional deve-
lopment. „Only those persons, who are 
enrooted with their territory are able to 
solve regional problems, since they are 
aware of the properties and potentials 
of their region“, said Schausberger. 
Therefore the allocation of European 
funds must be a competence of the 
regions. „If they are governed by de-
mocratically elected representatives 
and administrated by reliable public 
servants, a positive development is 
possible.“ Through a variety of different 
programs and approaches in the EU, 
Dr. Goetz von Thadden demonstra-
ted how such a development could be 
realized. Von Thadden is currently the 
Head of Southwestern Europe for the 
JESSICA programme at the European 
Investment Bank (EIB). He presented the 
Urban Development Fund (UDF). Up to 
date, almost 40 European cities benefit 
from this fund, which includes 1.8 bil-
lion euros. Despite of the fact, that no 
Romanian city is a part of this project 
yet, von Thadden called for the sub-
mission of proposals in order to start a 
pilot project. Participating mayors and 
public officials could benefit from a re-
liable partner: Von Thadden has led the 
office of the EIB in Bucharest for several 
years and is therefore familiar with the 
country.

European funds and European project
Expertise and know-how on European 
funds and European projects came from 
Mihaela Boboc and Adrian Raducan. 
As an expert on European Funds at Be-
cker Consult, Boboc delivered impor-
tant suggestions. „Projects financed by 
the European Union are connected with 
a huge documentary process which re-
quires substantial resources in time and 
knowledge. Many mistakes derive from 
a miscalculation of the temporal fra-
mework of the elaboration and imple-
mentation of the project. Furthermore, 
many project executors suffer from lack 
of know-how in public procurement“, 
Boboc said. The main problems from a 
Bank’s side of view were presented by 
Adrian Raducan, who is responsible for 
EU funding at the Raiffeisen Romania. 
„Banks are the most important partners 
when it comes to co-financing of Euro-
pean projects. Raiffeisen Romania has 
gained a lot of experience in this regard 
and became therefore one of the main 
managing partners of such projects“. 
According to Raducan, many project 
applicants overvalue their projects, 
which makes the implementation more 
difficult and produces more efforts than 
planned. Nevertheless Raiffeisen tries to 
convince its clients of the usefulness of 

European projects: if planned and im-
plemented correctly, they can lead to 
important synergy effects.

Café d’Europe Régional
In the afternoon, the IRE organized a 
Café d’Europe Régional with the aim 
to support the principles of European 
integration. The high number of parti-
cipants confirmed the public interest in 
this topic: around ninety students from 
local high-schools and the university 
followed the invitation to the Constan-
tin-Brancoveanu-University and took 
part in the discussion. For the second 
time after Arad in April, H.E. Michael 
Schwarzinger, Austrian Ambassador in 
Bucharest, participated at an IRE event 
in Romania. In regard to the difficult si-
tuation of young graduates in Europe 
he said that the main problem is not 
that much the education, on the con-
trary. „You don’t study just for a job, but 
also for your personal development“, 
he pointed out. Also in the following, 
the discussion has been determined 
by the current economic and financial 
crisis. Asked about the perspectives of 
Romania through the EU-membership 
in these times, Franz Schausberger ex-
plained his point of view. „The European 
countries suffer from a debt crisis who-
se causes are rooted in the faults of the 
member states. The only solution is a 
stronger cooperation between different 
countries at the European level. In this 
context, also Romania has the chance 
to exit the crisis more powerful and with 
a perspective to grow.“ Arnulf Gressel, 
Commercial Attaché at the Austrian Em-
bassy, confirmed this positive perspec-
tive as well: „Romania is stronger than 
the first impression would make you 
believe. Furthermore, the labor market 
is much more flexible as in other mem-
ber states.“ Mayor Tudor Pendiuc con-
cluded the Café by inviting the young 
guests to follow their ideas with coura-
ge. „This is the fundamental condition 
if you want to change the current state 
of affairs, doing things better and beco-
ming the person you want to be.“
Previously to the Europe Day, the IRE 
delegation had a meeting with Andrei 
Chiliman. As Mayor of Bucharest’s Sec-
tor 1 Chiliman governs the largest and 
most important district of the Romanian 
capital. At the meeting he emphasized 
the role of the local administrations: 
2The tasks I am responsible for are very 
complex and have large impact on the 
public and private life of the citizens. 
Probably the most important topic we 
have to manage is the complete restruc-
ture of the energy facilities operating in 
public buildings. The future will be cha-
racterized by a request for more inno-
vation regarding energy and its related 
topics.“

Romania – 
a European 
concern

European funds and their successful allocation was the ma-
jor topic at the IRE Europe Day in Pitesti on Wednesday, 24th 
October. Around 70 mayors and public servants together 
with experts and other politicians participated in a work-
shop on this topic at the Constantin-Brancoveanu-Universi-
ty in Pitesti.
Tudor Pendiuc, long-term mayor of Piteşti, emphasized the 
importance of European funds for the regional and local 

development in Romania in his opening speech. „The 
insufficient deployment of these financial means 

makes evident that our country needs to take 
more action towards decentralization and re-
gionalization“, said Pendiuc, who has been 
governing Pitesti since 1992. In this regard Mi-
hail Fifor, Secretary of State at the Ministry for 
Administration and Interior Affairs, explained 
the strategies and perspectives of the Roma-
nian government. „This event organized by 
the IRE needs more than just a speech: it calls 
for a new approach. I can confirm that a re-
organization of the administrative structure 
of the country is a principal concern of the 
government. It will help us to allocate Eu-
ropean funds more efficiently.“ As one pos-
sible inspiration for this reform Fifor menti-
oned the French model, since it legitimates 

an efficient division of the territorial entities 
through the acting of democratically elected 
representatives.

Arnulf Gressel (WKO Bucharest), H.E. 
Michael Schwarzinger (Ambassa-
dor of Austria in Romania), Venera 
Vlad (Principal, European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development), 
Franz Schausberger, Prof. Ovidiu Puiu 
(Rector, Constantin Brancoveanu Uni-
versity), Adrian Raducan (Raiffeisen 
Romania) and Tudorel Popescu (In-
ternational Affairs, Constantin Bran-
coveanu University).

Photo above: Schausberger, Tudor 
Pendiuc (Mayor of Pitesti), Mihail Fi-
for (Secretary of State, Ministry of 
Interior), Florin Tecau (Vice-President 
Region of Arges) and Goetz von Thad-
den (European Investment Bank).
Photo below: The Mayor of Bucha-
rest’s Sector 1 Andrej Chiliman at the 
meeting with the IRE delegation.
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IRE Expert Conference in Tübingen, Germany

City toll remains 
controversial

At the IRE Expert Conference on the subject of “Urban Traffic Ma-
nagement” the main topics were the city toll and the European 
Commission’s White Paper on Transport. Boris Palmer, Lord Mayor 

of Tübingen, and Hartmut Bäumer, Assistant Secretary of the Federal 
State Baden Wuerttemberg, reported how a green traffic policy can be 
created at local and regional levels. 

Palmer stated at the beginning of his speech that the biggest challenge for 
urban traffic is not the inner-city traffic but much more the daily commuter 
traffic, coming from the surrounding areas. “Only 25 percent of our inner-
city traffic is caused by cars – which is the lowest rate in the country. Thus, 
we can solve this problem by ourselves. When it comes to a long-term and 
efficient managing of the traffic coming to our city from other areas, we 
need the support of the state and the EU”. Principally Palmer showed him-
self contented with the results of the city’s traffic policy so far. He only had 
to receive a setback on the topic of city toll. “Current events have shown 
that an honest and objective discussion on this topic is not possible at the 
moment. Unfortunately, not all stakeholders think rationally”. Financially, 
a city toll in Tübingen would be a big success with annual revenues of 20 
million euros. 

IRE Chairman, Franz Schausberger, cut the dilemma for local politicians 
right to the chase of matter. “Almost every citizen is a traffic participant. 
When it comes to important decisions on this matter, responsible politi-
cians need to work with recognizable strategies and to lead an objective 
de-ideologized discussion”. Former member of the parliament of the EU, 
Hans-Jürgen Zahorka, agreed with Schausberger on this issue. He em-
phasized the role of the European Union when it comes to shaping of 
public opinion with a report on European Commission’s White Paper on 
Transport. European Commission’s long term aims include emission free 
private transport until 2050 and CO2-free urban logistics until 2030. Whi-
le the editions from 1992 and 2001 didn’t take urban traffic management 
very much into account, the actual White Paper offers concrete actions and 
solutions on this matter.

What could a functioning city toll system look like, was a topic of one of the 
panel discussions. Dietrich Leihs, a representative of the Kapsch Traffic-
Com, referred to the best practice example of the City of London. Since the 
introduction of the city toll there has been a huge traffic relief in the most 
affected city areas. “The mobility behavior of the middle class in particular 
has changed” he said. This is why the cost factor should be seen very diffe-
rentially. Manfred Dangelmaier, Head of the Engineering Systems at the 
Fraunhofer Institute in Stuttgart, saw the biggest challenge for cities in the 
adaptation of the already existing and cost intensive traffic infrastructure to 
the fast developing technical solution possibilities. 

The complex dimension of this subject was emphasized by different spea-
kers and participants of this conference. One of the topics was the car 
sharing which is becoming increasingly popular in urban and rural areas. 
Asked about whether car sharing competes with public transport services, 
Joachim Vogt, manager of the CarSharing Ulm, answered: “The decision of 
using public transport services versus car sharing is not a zero sum game. 
Car sharing offers a complementary service to the public transport and has 
proved its flexibility not only in Ulm”. 

This conference offered a possibility for exchanging information and opi-
nions for more than 50 participants. Several local politicians emphasized 
the correlation between the traffic policy and the quality of life in rural are-
as. Rural areas would lose the quality of life and development potentials 
without an efficient connection to the urban areas. Franz Schausberger 
agreed with them: “This is why European financial resources from the cohe-
sion fund and from the fund for regional development have to be seen as 
important instruments for traffic development. An improvement of the 
transport infrastructure is a very important issue for the regional policy of 
the European Union not only because of the possible spill-over effects”.

Hans-Jürgen 
ZAHORKA
TEAM EUROPE/ 
LIBERTAS – 
European 
Institute

Kirsten 
ANLAUF
traffiQ Local 
Public Transport 
Authority 
Frankfurt

Dietrich
LEIHS
Urban Traffic 
Solution 
Kapsch 
TrafficCom AG

Manfred 
DANGEL-
MAIER
Fraunhofer 
Institute 
Stuttgart

Andreas 
SCHILLER
Andreas Schiller 
Investment 
Insight, Schiller 
Publishing 
House

Leopoldo 
MOnTAnARI
Partner at LEM 
Reply, Genoa

Hartmut  
BäUMER
Assistant 
Secretary of 
State Baden-
Württemberg

Thomas 
NEUBAUER
Arbeitsgemein-
schaft fahrrad-
freundliche 
Kommunen in 
Bayern e.V.

Andreas 
HOPF
Central
 Danube Region 
Marketing and 
Development 
GmbH

Joachim 
VOGT
confitech 
Dienstleistungs 
GmbH

Bernhard 
GYERGYAY
Representative 
of the UN-
Habitat World 
Urban Youth 
Assembly

Rainer 
SCHWARZ-
MAnn
Vice President, 
PTV AG 
Stuttgart

The conference round table allowed 
a lively exchange of opinions.

Photo above: Boris Palmer, Lord Mayor of the 
City of Tübingen, Franz Schausberger and 
Hartmut Bäumer, Assistant Secretary of State, 
Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure of 
Baden-Württemberg.
Photo below: Cristian Macedonschi (City Coun-
selor of Brasov) and Lord Mayor Boris Palmer.



Student accomodation 
«Leonardo»
Röcklbrunnstraße in Salzburg
160 apartments with single 
and/or double rooms

Student accommodation «Mata-
dor» Kuchl
Kuchl near Salzburg
102 apartments

Student accommodation «Mo-
zart»
Faberstraße – Salzburg
185 rooms

Student accommodation Puch/
Urstein
At the campus of the college of 
Puch near Salzburg
328 modern single-room-apart-
ments, including 7 with facilities 
for handicapped persons

Administration/Booking for 
Leonardo, Matador, Mozart and 
Puch:
Salzburger Studentenwerk
Gemeinnützige GmbH
Billrothstraße 10 – 18
5020 Salzburg
Tel.: +43 662 93030 0
office@sstw.at
www.studentenheim.at

Thomas Michelsheim
19 double rooms and 25 single 
rooms
Administration/Booking for 
Michelsheim: 
Wolf-Dietrich-Straße 16
5020 Salzburg
Tel.: +43 662 871691 610
studentenheim@khw.at
www.khw.at

The rooms dispose of a living 
space of about 20 – 24 m², ba-
throom, kitchenette as well as 
connections for internet and TV.

u  Know how and longtime experiences in the construction
of age-corresponding housing

Salzburg Wohnbau is
the specialist for student

accommodations
Salzburg is not only well-known for its 
cultural heritage, but it is also increasin-
gly important due to its possibilities in 
higher education. The University of Salz-
burg, founded already in 1622, currently 
is composed by five faculties, namely law, 
sciences, humanities, theology and me-
dicine (Private University). Furthermore, 
the city hosts the famous conservatoire 
“Mozarteum”, as well as colleges of hig-
her education (the so called “Fachhoch-
schulen”). The city of Salzburg therefore 
offers a rich variety of different study and 
research programmes, followed today by 
16.000 students. One important aspect 
in this regard is the supply of affordable 
student accommodations.
The Salzburg Wohnbau GmbH is not 
only one of the leading housing compa-
nies in Salzburg and the market leader 
for public municipal housing but also a 
specialist for the realisation of student 
accommodations.             – PR –

Salzburg Wohnbau GmbH

w Property administration  
 with 26.000 units
w 17.000 apartments,
  including 5.000 rented 
  accommodations
w Public supported housing
w Assisted living
w Student accommodations

Bruno-Oberläuter-Platz 1
5020 Salzburg
+43 662 2066 0
www.salzburg-wohnbau.at

photos: christof-reich.com (5), dreamstime.com (1)
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Salzburg at home in Vienna
The year draws to a close and the IRE invited representatives 
from politics and economy to the traditional Viennese wine 
tavern “Dornbacher Pfarrer”. Within the framework of six 
different events, the IRE was able to reach and support a 
large number of citizens and stakeholders on their way to a 
sustainable regional development.

Grafenegg (Austria), Arad and Piteşti (Romania), Banja Luka 
(Bosnia and Herzegovina), Tübingen and Seeon (Germany) – 
also in 2012 the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) was 
engaged for the services of European cities, municipalities 
and regions. In order to celebrate and look back at this very 
successful year, the IRE Chairman Prof. Dr. Franz Schausberger 
invited friends and supporters to a traditional Viennese wine 
tavern. It wasn’t a coincidence that he chose the “Dornbacher 
Pfarrer” for this event since «[…] the manor we are celebrating 
in belongs to the Benedictine archabbey of St. Peter in Salzburg 
– which is why the IRE feels at home tonight», Schausberger 
explained. At the same time he pointed out: «Vienna is the gate 
to Central and Eastern Europe as well as to the Balkans, regions 
which our work focuses on. Regionalism is an intensely debated 
topical at the moment, as discussions about independence 
in Scotland and Catalonia have recently shown. In order for 
all European citizens to have the same quality of lives and 
positive future prospects, we need strong regions and cities, 
which are integrated in an outward and inward successful 
Europe.» Besides Schausberger, IRE board members Dr. Stefan 
Eder, Partner at the Benn-Ibler Law Company and Dr. Helmut 
Falschlehner hosted this event.

Many representatives from the politics and economy followed 
the invitation. Amongst others DI Hans-Jürgen Miko (Alpine 
Bau), Mag. Ernst Rosi (Raiffeisen Zentralbank), Dr. Andreas 
Hopf (Central Danube Region Marketing) and Herwig 
Reininger (TPA Horwath) enjoyed the special atmosphere of 
the wine tavern event. 
In the spirit of Christmas the guests had the chance to support 
a charity project of the St. Francis Order. The project was 
introduced by Father Ulrich Zankanella and focuses – just as 
the IRE does - on South Eastern Europe and the Balkans.

Jerzy Jedrzejewski (Counselor of Embassy, Trade De-
partment of the Polish Embassy in Vienna) and his wife 
together with Franz Schausberger.

Gerhard Feltl, Herwig Reininger (Head of Energy Con-
sulting, TPA-Horwath), Franz Schausberger and Heribert 
Steinbauer.

Helmut Falschlehner, Matthias Tschirf (Director General 
Enterprisepolicy, Federal Ministry for Economy, Family 
and Youth) and Gerhard Feltl (Deputy Chairman of the IRE 
Support Association).

Father Ulrich Zankanella, Maria Rauch-Kallat (Former 
Federal Minister of Health), Ernst Rosi (Raiffeisen), Franz 
Schausberger, Herwig Reininger (TPA Horwath).

Professor Johannes Koprivnikar, Helmut Nowak (ORF – 
3Sat), Hans-Jürgen Miko (Alpine), Joachim Fritz, Christine 
Buzeczki (Deputy Director of Department for Internati-
onal Research Cooperation, Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Science and Research, Editor Heribert Steinbauer and 
Alois Söhn (Consultant for the Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Science and Research).
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Zielgruppen und Fachinformationen für Ihren Erfolg.

die nächsten messen von reed exhibitions | 2013

W  vienna autoshow1) 10.01.-13.01.2013 www.viennaautoshow.at
W  ferien-messe wien1) 10.01.-13.01.2013 www.ferien-messe.at
W  cook & look1) 10.01.-13.01.2013 www.cookandlook.at
S   autozum salzburg 16.01.-19.01.2013 www.autozum.at
B   tracht & country premiere 22.01.-23.01.2013 www.premiere.trachtsalzburg.at
L  finefooddays linz1) 25.01.-27.01.2013 www.finefooddays.at
L  ferien messe linz1) 25.01.-27.01.2013 www.ferien-linz.at

sc   belétage 27.01.-28.01.2013 www.beletage-salzburg.at
S   bauen+wohnen salzburg1) 07.02.-10.02.2013 www.bauen-wohnen.co.at
W  bauen & energie wien1) 21.02.-24.02.2013 www.bauen-energie.at
S   die hohe jagd & fischerei1) 21.02.-24.02.2013 www.hohejagd.at
S   absolut allrad1) 21.02.-24.02.2013 www.absolutallrad.at
S   tracht & country frühjahr 01.03.-03.03.2013 www.trachtsalzburg.at
S   creativ salzburg frühjahr 01.03.-03.03.2013 www.creativsalzburg.at
W  wohnen & interieur1) 09.03.-17.03.2013 www.wohnen-interieur.at
S   power-days 13.03.-15.03.2013 www.power-days.at
W  1. wiener immobilienmesse1) 16.03.-17.03.2013 www.wiener-immobilienmesse.at
W  jaspowa & fischerei1) 05.04.-07.04.2013 www.jaspowa.at
W  hotel & gast wien 07.04.-09.04.2013 www.hotel-gast.at
S   bws 10.04.-13.04.2013 www.bwsmesse.at
W  green expo131) 19.04.-21.04.2013 www.greenexpo.com
S   frühjahrsordertage 26.04.-27.04.2013 www.fruehjahrsordertage.at
B   tracht & country premiere 16.07.-17.07.2013 www.premiere.trachtsalzburg.at
S   tracht & country herbst 30.08.-01.09.2013 www.trachtsalzburg.at
S   creativ salzburg herbst 06.09.-08.09.2013 www.creativsalzburg.at
S   futura 19.09.-22.09.2013 www.futuramesse.at
S   best of bike 15.09.-17.09.2013 www.bestofbike.at
L  smart automation austria 01.10.-03.10.2013 www.smart-automation.at
W  gewinn-messe1) 17.10.-18.10.2013 www.gewinnmesse.at
W  modellbau-messe1) 24.10.-27.10.2013 www.modell-bau.at
W  ideenwelt1) 24.10.-27.10.2013 www.ideen-welt.at
S   alles für den gast herbst 09.11.-13.11.2013 www.gastmesse.at
G  interpädagogica 14.11.-16.11.2013 www.interpaedagogica.at

messe termin www

S   messezentrum salzburg
W   messe Wien
B   brandboxx salzburg
sc   salzburg congress
L  design center linz
G  stadthalle graz

www.messe.at
Infos & Termine:

Reed Messe Salzburg GmbH
Am Messezentrum 6, PF 285
A-5021 Salzburg
T: +43 (0)662 44 77-0
F: +43 (0)662 44 77-4809
info@reedexpo.at

Reed Messe Wien GmbH
Messeplatz 1, PF 277
A-1021 Wien
T: +43 (0)1 727 20-0
F: +43 (0)1 727 20-4709
info@messe.at

FKM

1) Publikumsoffene Messen. Alle anderen Messen sind nur Fachbesuchern zugänglich! 

Änderungen vorbehalten, Stand: November 2011

President Ivan Jakovčić 
visits the IRE

Exchange of ideas with 
the Croatian Ambassador

Istria County is 
a co-founder 
of the IRE, sup-
porting the 
institute’s ac-
tivities alrea-
dy since the 
beginning in 
2005. President 
Jakovčić and 
S c h a u s b e r -
ger discussed 
about coope-
ration on the 
i nte r n at i o n a l 
level and the 
“architecture” of 
the new Euro-
pe. He invited Schausberger to an official visit, which was 
wholeheartedly accepted. Istria is traditionally the most 
visited tourist region, so that it realized 27 % of all arrivals 
and 35 % of all nights in the Republic of Croatia in 2003. It 
has a well-developed processing industry, construction in-
dustry, trade, sea fishing and fish growing, agriculture, and 
transportation. 

„Croatia managed successfully several challenges on its 
path towards the EU membership. The country and its 22 
županijes are well prepared to become an EU member, 
nevertheless the IRE continues its support for the deve-
lopment of the Croatian counties and cities“, stated IRE 
chairman  Franz Schausberger at a short meeting with 
the Ambassador of Croatia in Vienna,  H.E. Gordan Bakota. 
The Ambassador emphasized the efforts of the IRE in order 
to  strengthen the integration process on the regional and 
local level in Croatia. Only in 2011, the institute  organized 
four different activities in the country within the EU project 
„Lucky Four Leaf Clover“. Currently, almost sixteen Croatian 
counties and cities are part of the European network of the 
IRE. Photo: Joachim Fritz, H.E. Gordan Bakota, F. Schausberger.

u Implements European integration processes at local 
and regional level 

u Increases the institutional capacities of the 
government in the EU pre-accession period

u Supports regional cooperation through joint projects

u Coordinates the activities related to the use of EU 
pre-accession and development funds and the EU 
technical assistance programmes

u Cooperates with local authorities and other bodies 
engaged in European integration affairs, as well as 
with international and European organizations and 
institutions, scientific institutes, universities, etc.

u Promotes common European values in Vojvodina

European Affairs Fund of Autonomous Province of Vojvodina

The European Affairs Fund-AP Vojvodina has an office in Brussels – Vojvodina European Office, which represents 
Vojvodina not only in the EU capital, but also promotes the Province to other European cities and regions. 
                  www.vojvodinahouse.eu
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IRE  is sponsored 
by

Strategic Partner 
of the IRE

Cristian Macedonschi, City Counselor 
in the Romanian city of Brasov and 
member of the local tourism association 
APDT, signed the membership declara-
tion at the IRE conference in Tübingen 
last week. „After taking part at the IRE 
activities in Grafenegg and Pitesti, our 
Brasov Tourism Association was convin-
ced that a membership at the institute 
would constitutes an added value, not 
only for the association, but also for the 
city of Brasov. I am looking forward to 
develop new projects with the IRE for 

Braşov Tourism Association Palfinger AG, AustriaThe south-western Serbian Region of Novi Pazar
Novi Pazar is a municipality with a total 
population of approximately 125,000 
inhabitants, including the City of Novi 
Pazar and 100 settlements.
Novi Pazar is one of the most ethnically 
diverse municipalities in Serbia, with c. 
20% of population of Serbian nationa-
lity, almost 76% Bosniaks, and c. 4% of 
other nationalities.
The City of Novi Pazar is the youngest 
city in Serbia, with an average age of 
population of 35, and more then 60% of 
inhabitants under 40 years old.
Novi Pazar municipality is well known 
for its textile and shoes industry, hich 
employs more then 40% of the City’s 
workforce. The textile manufacturers are 
organized into a very successful cluster 
association “Asstex”, supported by the 
regional development agency and with 
a product placement in the whole regi-

the next year and to welcome a delega-
tion in our city“, said Macedonschi. 
The IRE network in Romania grew stea-
dily during the last years, with Brasov 
Tourism Association it has now six mem-
bers. 
„Romania is one of our major areas of 
interest, therefore I am very happy we 
can finalize this membership today. The 
country disposes of such a high poten-
tial of development, and we want to 
support the regions and cities in this 
regard“, declared Franz Schausberger.

on as well as Moscow and several other 
Russian cities Other key industries of the 
Novi Pazar  municipality are wood pro-
cessing and furniture manufacturing, 
agriculture and food processing indus-
try, and  trade, as well as a well develo-
ped transport industry (more then 3,000 
trucks). 
Novi Pazar has a unique touristic poten-
tial with a truly ethnically diverse popu-
lation and proximity to a variety of histo-
rical monuments, mountains, as well as 
natural springs.
The municipality is also plentiful in fo-
rests and rivers with excellent fishing 
and hunting touristic potential. It also 
has an amazing agricultural potential 
with fertile land and favorable weather - 
a great number of sunny days during the 
year. The municipality offers excellent 
incentives to investors in terms of free 
local communal taxes. A large number 
of available development land plots for 
industrial, retail, leisure and other uses.

Franz Schausberger (l.) and Joachim Fritz (r.) welcomed Cristian Macedonschi, 
City Counselor in Brasov (Romania).

With Palfinger a company from Salzburg 
with a rich tradition joins the IRE. With a 
market share of about 30% in the sector 
of truck mounted knuckle-boom cranes, 
the company belongs to the global pla-
yers. “The history of Palfinger is a proof 
that successful entrepreneurship is pos-
sible on the regional level. I am happy 
that this company from Salzburg joined 
the IRE”, said IRE chairman Franz Schaus-
berger.
Established in 1932, PALFINGER stands 
for the most innovative, reliable and 
cost-effective lifting solutions for use 
on commercial vehicles and in the ma-
ritime field. 
As a multinational company group 
with its headquarters in Salzburg, Aus-
tria, PALFINGER has manufacturing and 
assembly sites in Europe, in North and 
South America as well as in Asia. Innova-
tion and further internationalisation of 
products, processes and services form, 
in addition to greater flexibility, the stra-
tegic pillars of the corporate strategy. 
Greater flexibility enables PALFINGER to 
come up to market development of any 
kind by fast adaption of resources and 
capacities and thus assures the compa-
ny to be successful even in times of high 
volatility. In line with this strategy, PAL-
FINGER today stands for innovative lif-
ting, loading and handling solutions 
at the interfaces of the transport 
chain. The company’s main guiding 

principle is to make customers throug-
hout the world more successful with our 
market know-how, technological skills 
and the commitment of our staff.
On the world’s market for Loader Cranes 
the PALFINGER Group is regarded not 
only as the market but also as the tech-
nology leader. This position is once 
more impressively confirmed by the new 
High Performance crane generation, 
which for instance offers a maintenance-
free extension boom system. To maintain 
this leadership in future, about 3 percent 
of sales revenue is invested in research 
and development. 
PALFINGER’s consistent strategy of inter-
nationalization, especially outside Eu-
rope, will continue in the future. In 2012 
PALFINGER implemented the largest 
project since its IPO in 1999, namely two 
joint ventures with Sany Heavy Industry, 
one of China’s industrial giants. Around 
65 percent of the PALFINGER Group is 
owned by the PALFINGER family and 
around 34 percent is in diversified hol-
dings. 1 percent of shares are owned by 
PALFINGER AG. PALFINGER is listed on 
the official market of the Vienna Stock 
Exchange, the OTC market of the Stuttg-
art, Berlin, Munich, Düsseldorf and Frank-
furt stock exchanges and in New York.



15newsregion 27 / dec12

Eine gemeinsame Aktion von

Hier geht’s zu Ihrem Ski-Comeback 
im SalzburgerLand:

›  3 Übernachtungen
›  3-Tage-Skipass
›  3-Tage-Skiverleih
›  3 Tage Skilehrer 
 à 2 Stunden täglich

  
 ab 449 € 

Dieses Angebot 
ist gültig u. a. in 
den Wintersportregionen 

›  Zell am See-Kaprun und
›  Skicircus Saalbach Hinterglemm
 Leogang

Sofort und individuell buchbar unter
WWW.TUI.COM/SKI-COMEBACK
oder in Ihrem Reisebüro.

Dieses Angebot 
ist gültig u. a. in 
den Wintersportregionen

BEQUEMBUCHEN UNTER
www.tui.com/ski-comeback

Ihr Ski-Comeback 
im SalzburgerLand

Early elections in Galicia

With 2.7 million voters, Galicia is a traditional stronghold of the 
ruling Popular Party and the homeland of Prime Minister Ma-
riano Rajoy.
The main candidates were the President of Galicia Albert 
Núñez Feijoo of the governing Peoples Party (PPdeG - Parti-
do Popular de Galicia), Pachi Vázquez, the secretary-general 
of the Galician Socialist Party and the Congressman Francisco 
Jorquera of the left-wing Galician Nationalist Bloc. This elec-
tion has been seen as a key test of the government‘s austeri-
ty policy making it very important for the Peoples Party and 
Mariano Rajoy, the Prime Minister of Spain. Nevertheless, 
the results demonstrated an increased support for the PP that 
could conquer three more seats, confirming the acting Presi-
dent Núñez Feijoo, whereas the Socialist under the lead of 
Vázquez lost seven seats.

Regional elections in Spain

Party Votes in % Seats ( 2009)

PP 45,72 41 (+3)

PSOE 20,53 18 (-7)

AGE 13,99 9 

BNG 10,16 7 (-5)

Party Votes in % Seats (2009)

PNV/EAJ 34,64 27 (-3)

Bildu 25,00 21 

PSOE 19,13 16 (-9)

PP 11,73 10 (-3)

Early elections in the Basque Region

Bildu represents a political coalition of those who supported 
ETA in the past and enfolds the various supporters of the for-
mer Basque separatist party Batasuna, which was banned in 
2003. Both Bildu and the nationalist party PNV have been ex-
pected to form a coalition in order to push for a referendum 
on independence in case of a majority.  Indeed, the outcome 
of the election confirmed the strong position of the nationa-
list wing: the nationalist party PNV remained first party with 
34,64% of the votes, despite losing three seats in the parlia-
ment, and Bildu able to collect almost 25%. Main losers are the 
socialists and the conservatives: they lost nine – respective 3 
seats.

“Catalonia has more than 7 mio. inhabitants – almost like Aus-
tria. I have no doubt that they could survive as an independent 
and single state”. IRE chairman Franz Schausberger has been 
asked by Deutschland Radio Berlin what the current political 
trends towards separatism in the regions mean for the Europe-
an integration. He argued that such drift does not necessarily 
equal to euroskepticism, but the contrary: “As it can be seen, 
the public opinion in Scotland does support an independent 
region, but within the framework of the European Union. The 
more Cameron becomes antagonistic towards Brussels, the 

Radio interview with Franz Schausberger about separatism in European regions

stronger is getting the support for Scottish separatism. There 
are many reasons for independence movements, but nationa-
lism is in my opinion in many cases just an alibi. Today, many 
regions take into consideration a separation for economic 
motivations, since the national states are not able to control 
their public debts”. Asked about the repercussions for the EU 
if a region becomes independet, Schausberger explained that 
there is no self-acting EU-membership. Nevertheless, „[...] Brus-
sels should prepare itself for such cases by developing e.g. an 
abbreviate enlargement process for new estabished countries“.

The leader of the Basque Nationalist Party (PNV)  Inigo 
Urkullu.

Alberto Núñez Feijóo, the leader of the winning conserva-
tive Spanish Peoples Party (PP).                               dpa / Lavandei
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Über 1 Million Gäste besuchen jährlich die rund 350 Veranstaltungen 
in der Wiener Stadthalle. Ein Erfolg, der auch auf der Vielseitigkeit 
und der Multifunktionalität der Arena beruht. Vom Rockkonzert 
bis zur Oper, von Holiday on Ice bis zu Masters of Dirt.

Seit fünf Jahrzehnten beherbergt die Wiener Stadthalle jene Ereig-
nisse und Events, die Wien ein attraktives und vielfältiges Unter-
haltungsprogramm garantieren. Ob als Schauplatz von Konzerten 
(mit bis zu 16.000 Besuchern in der großen Halle D oder bis zu 
2.000 Besuchern in der Showbühne/Halle F) oder Sportereignissen 
- darunter bisher rund 80 Welt- und Europameisterschaften. Die 
Wiener Stadthalle ist Österreichs erste Adresse für große Stars, große 
Shows und große Gefühle!

©
 Foto G

isela Erlacher

KINDER ZAHLEN DIE HÄLFTE

NUR 10 TAGE!

9. - 20. Jan. '13

S T A g E  E N T E R T A I N m E N T  T o u R I N g  P R o D u c T I o N S

Cities as the motors of economic growth
„The absorption of EU funds should be of the highest political 
priority not only for Bulgaria, but for all EU member states,“ the 
Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borisov said at a EPP-CoR se-
minar in Sofia on 9 November 2012. He also appealed for strict 
fiscal and financial discipline parallel to securing an adequate 
and just co-financing with EU funds.
The meeting, which was hosted by Yordanka Fandakova, 
Mayor of Sofia, concluded that capital cities and large cities in 
general are the motors of economic growth and development. 
Michael Schneider, President of the EPP Group, underlined „Ci-
ties contribute to strengthening the competitiveness of Euro-
pe and as such need the possibility to draw upon European 
funds to tackle economic, environmental, climate and social 
challenges.“ This was echoed by the Mayor of Sofia who ex-
plained that in recent years, European policy has become more 
focused on cities as generators of change. „That is the reason 
why, a few years ago, I initiated and created an organization 
called “Center”- a forum where neighbouring municipalities 
can take steps towards common development“ she said. „Our 
most important projects are now completed, thanks to the 
trust of our European partners and the support of the Bulga-
rian government.”
Liliana Pavlova, Minister of Regional Development of Bul-
garia, explained that most jobs, businesses, institutions and 
universities are located in Europe‘s cities and towns. Not only 
do these areas have much potential for achieving the Europe 
2020 Strategy, they also face significant challenges such as 

environmental degradation, congestion, social exclusion and 
high unemployment. The European Commission proposals for 
the urban dimension of cohesion policy are therefore broadly 
accepted by the EPP Group. Jan Olbrycht, European parlia-
ment rapporteur on the ERDF expressed his positive attitude 
towards the proposals saying: „The new financial perspective 
- with its potentially larger financial envelope for urban actions 
- underlines the role that cities play in the process of Europe-
an growth. It opens new perspectives for the use of European 
funds.“ However, it was also concluded that there is a strong 
need to reinforce a more flexible attitude towards the Europe-
an regional Development fund when aiming to deliver urban 
development strategies.

www.raiffeisen.at

Raiffeisen wünscht schöne Feiertage

              und ein erfolgreiches Neues Jahr.
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Dieses Projekt wurde aus Mitteln der 
Europäischen Union, Europäischer Fonds 
für regionale Entwicklung gefördert.

New editions in the IRE Scientific Series

Marit Schmidt: Regional and local structure of the Republic 
of Estonia and current discussions of the administrative 
reform

Alexandra Hawlin: The regional implementation of the Eu-
rope 2020 Strategy in the sector of renewable energies: a 
comparison between South Tyrol, Saxony and Karlovac

Daniela Sandriesser: Integration on the local level – examp-
les good practice from the European countries

Two Members of the permanent 
IRE Team will leave the Institute 
by 31 December 2012. Mrs. Aisa 

Henseke is expecting a baby and 
will be on maternity leave. Our 
Assistant for Public Affairs and 

Media Mr. Aaron Gottardi starts a 
new working challenge in Munich. 

We herewith thank both of our em-
ployees for the effort, commitment 
and passion for the Institute of the 

Regions of Europe within the last 
years. We wish them good luck and 

all the best for the future.
Photo f.l.: 

Aaron Gottardi, Aisa Henseke, 
Franz Schausberger, Samra 

Rahmanovic and Joachim Fritz.

New IRE Team Member Jan 2013

Joanna Maria Chmielecki
Assistant for Public Affairs & Media

9th Conference 
of European Regions and Cities

Economy meets politics: 
“Cross border regional cooperation”

Sunday, 13th October and 
Monday, 14th October 2013, 

venue to be confirmed, Austria

Save the Date
Joanna Chmielecki was born 1985 in Germany, after secondary 
school in Bielefeld she studied Cultural Studies at University 
of Paderborn and finished with the Bachelor degree of Arts in 
2009.  
Currently she does her Master of Arts in European Union Stu-
dies in Salzburg and joins the IRE as assistant for public affairs 
and media after completing several 
internships as: 
•	 head	 delegate	 at	 the	 Conference	

„National Model United Nations 
2008“ in New York,

•	 organisation	of	cultural	and	diplo-
matic conferences at the Institute 
for Cultural Diplomacy

Languages: English, Polish, Spanish




